THE   HISTORT   OF SPIRITUALISM

should sit In a cabinet at one end of the room, and
that his audience should occupy rows of benches in
front of him. The inquirer will probably ask why
there should be a cabinet at all, and extended experi-
ence has shown that it can, as a matter of fact, be
dispensed with save in this particular crowning pheno-
menon of materialization. Home never used a
cabinet, and it is seldom used by our chief British
mediums of to-day. There is, however, a very definite
reason for its presence. Without being too didactic
upon a subject which is still under examination, it may
at least be stated, as a working hypothesis with a great
deal to recommend it, that the ectoplasmic vapour
which solidifies into the plasmic substance from which
the forms are constructed can be more easily con-
densed in a limited space. It has been found, how-
ever, that the presence of the medium within that
space is not needful. At the greatest materialization
stance which the author has ever attended, where
some twenty forms of various ages and sizes appeared
In one evening, the medium sat outside the door of
the cabinet from which the shapes emerged. Pre-
sumably, according to the hypothesis, his ectoplasmic
vapour was conducted into the confined space, irre-
spective of the position of his physical body. This
had not been recognized at the date of this investiga-
tion, so the cabinet was employed.

It Is obvious, however, that the cabinet offered a
means for fraud and impersonation, so it had to be
carefully examined. It was on the second floor, with
one small window. Olcott had the window netted

264